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ACES ALUM MEGAN ZINN GUIDES
SCRANTON INTO REGION TOURNAMENT

By Bob Behre

Most of Scranton University’s Land-
mark Conference opponents surely 
believed their rival had completed a 
nice regular season last week but 
would go fairly quietly in the confer-
ence tournament.

Hey, you couldn’t blame such a prog-
nostication. Scranton had gone 1-5 in 
the regular season against the other 
three teams that qualified for the 
conference playoffs. And, Scranton 
softball had never won a Landmark 
Conference Tournament title to boot. 
There was no reason to assume form 
would not hold for another week and 
the Royals softball team would be free to focus on their final exams.

Scranton, guided by its captain Megan Zinn of Bridgewater, N.J., has had 
other ideas, including joining a post-season party at which it believed it 
belonged.

“I think we definitely caught the conference by surprise,” said Zinn, a former 
Finch’s Aces star, as she and her teammates prepared for Scranton’s biggest 
softball game since 1983. The Royals, who hadn’t reached the NCAA tourna-
ment since that season 36 years ago, face the nation’s No. 1 ranked Division 
III school, Virginia Wesleyan at 4:30 p.m. today (Friday) in an NCAA Region 
Tournament in Virginia Beach.

“I highly doubt anyone expected us to win the entire conference,” said Zinn.

Scranton went 4-1 in the Landmark Conference playoffs, winning three 
straight games the final day of the tournament to walk off with the

MOTHER’S DAY CLASSIC 
WARMS DIAMOND NATION

Sixty-eight teams will vie for championships in front of their most loyal fans this 
weekend at Diamond Nation –their moms.

Four age brackets – 10U, 11U, 12U and 14U – will take over the facility in Flemington, 
N.J. beginning at 6:30 p.m. on Friday and will hold sway over the complex for more 
than two days in the annual Mother’s Day Classic.

The 11U, 12U and 14U brackets get underway on Friday evening and the 10U field 
will hold off starting their opening games until early Saturday morning.

The 11U Mother’s Day Classic begins at 6:30 p .m. on Friday with a matchup pitting 
Hustle Baseball Academy and the Diamond Jacks Super 11U squad. The 11U 
tournament playoffs are set for Sunday at 2:15 p.m. when the semifinals will be 
played on Fields 2 and 6. The 11U championship game will be played at 6:30 p.m. 
on Sunday on Field 6.

All-Out Baseball, NJ Renegades, MVP Blue Jackets and NY Prospects National beef 
up a very strong 11U Mother’s Day Classic field.

NY Prospects Capo takes on the Diamond Jacks Gold 12U in the 12U Mother’s Day 
Classic opener at 6:30 p.m. on Friday. The 12U playoffs get underway with the semi-
finals at 4:30 p.m. on Sunday on Fields 2 and 6. The 12U championship game is 
scheduled for 6:30 p .m. on Sunday on field 2.

The 12U field includes such perennial strongholds as the Northeast Clutch, Syracuse 
Sports Zone, Marlton Reds, New England Huskies and the Hudson Valley Rene-
gades.

The 14U Mother’s Day Classic also gets started at 6:30 p.m. on Friday but with three 
separate games, including a good one pitting Prospects Baseball Academy and 
Hustle Baseball Academy.

The 14U playoffs in the 28-team field, boasts a White Bracket and a Red Bracket. 
Both bracket playoffs kickoff at 4:30 p.m. on Sunday. The White Bracket begins with 
a semifinal, followed by the championship game at 6:30 p.m. on Field 1. The Red 
Brackets opens with a 2 vs. 3 game followed by the championship game at 6:30 p.m. 
on Field 3 as the top seed plays the 2 vs. 3 winner.

The14U field is a good and some of those talented teams include the NJ Yankees, 
LVBA Prospects, Jersey Boyz Baseball, Sportika Gallagher and the Diamond Jacks 
Super 14U.

The 10-team 10U Mother’s Day Classic gives Diamond Nation a wake up call on 
Saturday with a pair of 8 a.m. games. Eagle Baseball Club plays the Diamond Jacks 
10U and Grit 10U faces ASBA West Chester in 10U tournament openers.

The 10U tournament playoffs begin at 2:15 p.m. on Sunday with a 2 vs. 3 game on 
Field 4A. The 10U championship game is set for 4:30 p.m. on Sunday on Field 4A 
when the No. 1 seed faces the 2 vs. 3 winner.

Hustle Baseball Academy, The Next Level RiverSox and Tri-State Arsenal National 
bolster a strong 10U field.

championship trophy. Zinn, in the 
middle of one of the finest 
seasons at the plate in Scranton 
University history, went 7-for-16 
(.437), scored five runs and drove 
in four in the tournament.

“Everyone from the starters to the 
bench wanted, more than 
anything, to win,” said Zinn. “I 
could say we strung hits together 
and that also greatly helped us in 
the tournament, but really, our 
attitude every inning of every 
game made the difference. It was 
the first time we played as a 
family. We had the most fun 

we’ve had all season and that is the main factor in our success.”

Scranton certainly wasn’t given any breaks in its regional placement or seeding. The 
Royals travel to Virginia Beach to oppose the host Virginia Wesleyan (40-3) on their 
home field. Virginia Wesleyan has won the past two Division III Softball championship. 
The four-team Region field opens 2 p.m. today when Manhattanville (40-2) faces 
Lynchburg (32-12).

“We are still on cloud nine from the weekend but we know we need to continue to play 
hard,” said Zinn. “We have been working all week on very specific aspects of our game 
and we are confident going into Friday.”

While the Scranton lineup has been prodigious of late, Zinn has been on a 
season-long tear. She set two school records already this season with her 71 hits and 
22 doubles that rank No. 3 in the nation. Zinn is batting a staggering .473 in 45 games, 
primarily from the No. 3 spot in the Royals’ batting order. She has scored 51 runs and
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IMMACULATA, RIDGE CRUISE TO SCT SEMIFINAL VICTORIES

 driven home 43. A very telling aspect of her game is her trade-
mark aggressive approach at the plate. While she has only drawn 
11 walks in 150 at bats, Zinn has been struck out a miniscule five 
times this season.

“I continue to work hard for the other 20 girls next to me in the 
dugout,” says Zinn. “We have an extremely young team and I knew 
I had to prove myself to them as a young captain. So much talent 
came into the program this year. They have all made me better 
everyday. I do everything I can for them.”

Zinn has reached base at a .500 clip and is slugging at a .647 pace 
for a gaudy 1.147 OPS while patrolling center field for the Royals.

“Our team needs to continue to string hits together, 1-through-9 in 
the lineup, to keep rolling Friday,” said Zinn. “If we continue to 

have fun and play our game, I know we can do this.”

Athletics are certainly just part of the college equation and Zinn has found what she calls “a second 
home” at Scranton. “I made the best decision of my life by choosing this school,” she says. “I have 

learned so much and have been given so many opportunities that 
I would have never gotten at other schools I was considering.”

Being a captain, Zinn says she is a voice for her team in the 
school’s athletic department. “Everyone in the athletic department 
has contributed to our success,” she says.

Zinn is studying special education and is in a five-year Masters 
program. “My professors have prepared me to confidently go out 
into the classroom and be an amazing teacher,” she says. “A year 
from now is still so far away. I plan to apply for jobs to keep my 
options open, just in case the fifth year isn’t my best option at that 
point.”

Zinn certainly is a grounded young woman as both an athlete and 
student. She will graduate in 2020 with a degree in early and 
primary education. “And I’ll have another Landmark Conference 
championship tee-shirt,” she promises.

But for now, Zinn is focused on the softball field this weekend 
where she and her Scranton teammates are looking to write some 
more Royals history.

By Bob Behre

Defending champion Immaculata and 
fifth-seeded Ridge each cruised to an 8-1 victo-
ry in the Somerset County Tournament semifi-
nals last night at TD Bank Park in Bridgewater.

Junior righty Ryan Kabus threw a gem in his first 
varsity start to guide second-seeded Immacula-
ta (11-5) past third-seeded Bridgewater-Raritan 
(12-10) in the doubleheader opener at the 
home of the Somerset Patriots.

Ridge (13-7) used its top two pitchers to scatter 
seven hits on the way to its 8-1 victory over 
top-seeded Hillsborough (13-3) in the nightcap. 
Immaculata and Ridge square off for the SCT championship on Monday back at TD 
Bank Park. The rain date is Friday, May 17.

Ridge is seeking its first county title since 2011.

Kabus, a deadly reliable reliever the past two seasons for Immaculata, pitched a 
four-hitter, striking out six and walking two and never seemed to miss a beat along the 
way.

“Coach (Kevin) Cust told me almost a week ago I was going to start,” said Kabus. “I was 
a little surprised but I wanted to start. I hadn’t gotten a start since I pitched for my 14U 
team.”

If the change in environment of pitching at the start of a game affected Kabus it 
seemed it was all for the good. “I mixed it up pretty good with my fastball and slider,” 
said Kabus.

If that wasn’t enough, Kabus contributed to Immaculata’s prodigious 15-hit attack with 
a 3-for-3, 2 RBI, 2 run, 1 walk performance out of the nine hole. “I was looking for 
fastballs early in the count and got them,” said Kabus.” Yes he did.

But it was Kabus’ performance on the mound that got his coach’s attention.

“Ryan was a big part of our success last year,” said Cust. “He’d come in and close out 
two, three, sometimes four innings for us.” Kabus has the ability to pound the strike 
zone and keep batters off balance while maintaining a brisk pace on the mound.

“He’s the kind of kid who doesn’t get flustered,” said Cust. “He goes out there and gives 
you a chance to win.”

Peter Gallo (3-for-4, 2 RBI, 2 runs) and Derek Von Horn (3-for-4, RBI, 2 runs) also had 
three hits for Immaculata and Justin Pinckert and Mike McGee chipped in with a pair of 
hits apiece.

“We jumped out early and got a lead,” said Gallo, who had one of four two-out hits that 
delivered three runs in the bottom of the first for the Spartans. “We just came ready to 
hit. We wanted to make a statement.”

Immaculata followed its four hits in the first inning with three hits in the second, third 
and fourth innings. When the dust settled, the Spartans had all of their eight runs and 
an 8-1 lead.

“We’ve been working on a line drive approach in practice,” said Cust, who won three 
SCT titles as a player at Immaculata and is seeking his second as the team’s coach. 
Immaculata has won a record 13 Somerset County titles in the 46-year old tournament.

Immaculata had also beaten Bridgewater-Raritan, 5-3 on May 2, and 7-6 on April 8 in 
Skyland Conference play. The Spartans now face a Ridge team that defeated them, 4-0, 
on April 22.

Bobowicz, Love deliver 1-2 knockout punch for Ridge

Hillsborough’s ace lefthander Cooper Bobowicz entered his team’s Somerset County 
Tournament semifinal opposite top-seeded Hillsborough with just 67 pitches remain-
ing in his arsenal. But Ridge coach Tom Blackwell was good with that. He had another 
loaded weapon in righthander Jack Love ready to take care of business wherever 
Bobowicz left off.

That combination proved lethal for Hillsborough, which could 
neither solve Bobowicz and Love nor find a remedy for some 
atypical sloppy play that included five errors and the issuance 
of seven walks and two hit batsmen.

Figure some coordinated combination of Bobowicz and Love 
to attack the rugged Immaculata lineup in the championship 
game on Monday.

Bobowicz permitted one run – his only earned run in 44 innings 
this season – on five hits, struck out six and walked one over 
four-plus innings. He used every bit of his 67-pitch limit, which 
gave him the NJSIAA maximum of 150 pitches over five days. 
The big lefty had thrown 83 pitches in a 4-0 shutout over 
Somerville in the quarterfinals on Saturday.

Jason Wolff’s two-out infield single in the third scored Mike Swetz (3-for-3) from third 
to give Hillsborough a 1-0 lead and brought home the first earned run against Bobo-
wicz this season. 

Bobowicz (7-0) left with a 4-1 lead after Swetz led off the bottom of the fifth with a 
single and Luke Crawford drew a walk. The three run lead was suddenly precarious 
and Love had some work to keep Ridge above water.

“When I saw Cooper on Monday I told him he had a 67-pitch limit,” said Blackwell. “He 
said he was ready to go.”

Bobowicz’s off-speed pitchers were on point from the start as he retired the first six 
Hillsborough batters, the last four of those by strikeout. But Swetz and Aidan Bremer 
singled in the third to set up Wolff. A quick fourth inning got Bobowicz to the fifth and 
in comfortable Love zone.

“Cooper had nine pitches to work with in the fifth, so Jack was ready to go,” said Black-
well, in his 14th year at Ridge and a member of the Red Devil’s 1989 SCT champion-
ship team.

Love went strikeout, comebacker, strikeout to strand Bobowicz’s two runners in the 
fifth and pitched around Vince Gambardella’s single in the sixth and Swetz’s double in 
the seventh to close it out. He permitted no runs on the two hits over three innings, 
striking out five and walking none.

“Jack entered in a tight spot,” said Blackwell. “But he throws strikes and keeps it low in 
the zone. He got it done.”

Lefthander Nick Scerbo started for Hillsborough and allowed two runs on two hits 
over four innings. He struck out three and walked four. He carried a no-hitter into the 
fourth inning but two walks and Ridge’s first hit, an infield dribbler by Jayden Hylton, 
loaded the bases with one out. 

Love brought the tying run home on a bouncer that was mishandled behind second 
base. Then Bobowicz singled to score Greg Bozzo with the go-ahead run.

Ridge scored two runs in the fifth and four runs in the sixth off of four Hillsborough 
relievers. Bozzo’s long fly ball to center field was dropped, allowing Chris Packer 
score, and Love singled home another run in the fifth. Ridge scored all four of its runs 
in the sixth without the benefit of a hit. Three walks, a hit batsman, an error and a sac 
bunt triggered that ugly uprising.


