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NOTEBOOK: DIAMOND CLASSIC,
GNT, LEITER, DECHIARO, HWS

SIXTY-TEAM SPRING CLASSIC FIELD
READY TO ROLL AT DIAMOND NATION

The 12U playoffs opens with a 2 vs. 3 game at 4:30 p.m. on Sunday on Field 2. The 
winner faces the No. 1 seed at 6:30 p.m., also on Field 2.

The 13U Spring Classic opens with three games at 6:30 p.m. on Friday, including a 
highly competitive one between Wladyka American and the Bucks County Gener-
als. Tri-State Arsenal 13U Nationals, the Diamond Jacks Super 13U, Baseball U. NY 
and the Indian Valley Storm help to fortify a formidable field.

The 20-team 13U field is broken into two brackets, White and Red. The White Brack-
et playoffs opens with the semifinals at 4:30 p.m. on Sunday and closes with the 
championship game at 6:30 p.m. The Red Bracket playoff has a 2 vs. 3 game at 4:30 
p.m. with the winner facing the No. 1 seed in the championship game at 6:30 p.m.
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Mother Nature has been unkind to Diamond Nation and the northeast baseball 
community this spring, even on Mother’s Day weekend. But the Spring Classic 
tournament promises warmer and drier conditions for this weekend when five age 
groups descend upon the facility in Flemington, N.J.

The 11U, 12U and 13U Spring Classic fields begin play on Friday evening, while the 
9U and 10U brackets get their baseball weekend started on Saturday.

The 9U Spring Classic field begins play at 8 a.m. on Saturday when Pro Skills 9U 
tangles with the Yorktown Spartans on Field 5A and the PWC Pioneers play Young 
Guns Baseball on Field 5B. That sturdy field also includes Canes Mid-Atlantic Gold, 
the Putnam Valley Miners and EEP Baseball.

The 9U Spring Classic championship game will be contested at 12:15 p.m. on 
Sunday on Field 5A.

The 10U Spring Classic bracket kicks off with a pair of openers at 4:30 p.m. on 
Saturday pitting the Bucks County Generals and the Montgomery Generals and the 
Saratoga Wilton Blue Sox and the Schuylkill County Breakers. The Long Island 
Junior Ducks and the EBYA Bulls round out a solid 10U field.

The 10U Spring Classic championship game will get underway at 4:30 p.m. on 
Sunday at Field 5A.

The 11U Spring Classic features a deep 14-team field and opens play at 6:30 p.m. 
on Friday when the North Jersey Black Bears square off with the Lincroft Blue Light-
ning. The attractive 11U bracket also boasts such quality clubs as the Morris County 
Cubs, the Long Island Body Armor Titans, the Delaware Diamonds, All-Out Baseball 
and the Camelot Knights.

The 11U bracket playoffs begins with the semifinals at 2:15 p.m. on Sunday, 
followed by the championship game at 4:30 p.m. on Field 6.

The 12U Spring Classic tournament opens play at 6:30 p.m. on Friday when the 
Morris County Cubs take on NJ Glory - Graphite. The attractive 12-team field is 
extremely competitive with the likes of the Richmond Titans, LVBA Prospects, 
Camelot Knights and the Keystone Nationals.

By Bob Behre

It was a truly outstanding weekend 
in high school baseball that saw 
Jack Leiter throw a near perfect 
game to guide Delbarton to the 
Morris County Tournament champi-
onship and Montclair reach its third 
Greater Newark Tournament final 
since 2012.

Meanwhile in South Jersey, 
Haddonfield and Shawnee stole 
the show at the 46th Joe Hartmann 
Diamond Classic, setting up the 
first all-public school championship 
in that great event since 2010. In a 
weird statistical anomaly, Haddon-

field’s only Diamond Classic championship occurred via a 3-2 decision over 
Shawnee in 1984. Shawnee, in turn, defeated Haddonfield, 9-3, when it won 
its only Diamond title in 1990.

So, we’ll call this a Shawnee-Haddonfield rubber match for the championship 
on Wednesday night at Eastern High School in Voorhees.

Leiter, a potential first round draft choice, come June, was clocked at 98 miles 
per hour while sitting at 94-96, stifling the overmatched West Morris batters 
to the tune of 14 strikeouts in a tight 2-1 victory for the Green Wave. The 
senior righty had a perfect game going for 6.2 innings before surrending his 
lone hit allowed, a single, one batter away from the gem. Jack is the son of 
former major leaguer and Central Regional (Bayville) product Al Leiter.

Former Diamond Jack Anthony Volpe, who is committed to Vanderbilt and 

has promising draft day prospects, too, hit a solo home run and scored both of Delbar-
ton’s runs in the game.

Gavazzi would reinvigorated the Montclair program slowly but surely until his 2012 team 
finally reached the GNT title game and defeated Nutley, 2-1. Montclair reached the final 
again in 2013, this time falling to Seton Hall Prep, 4-2. Gavazzi left Montclair after the 
2013 season to focus on football, a sport he loves and coached at both the high school 
(Montclair, Don Bosco Prep) and collegiate (Montclair State University, Kean University) 
levels.

Gavazzi returned to coach the Montclair baseball team in 2017 and his Mounties 
reached the GNT semifinals, falling 1-0 to Seton Hall. Montclair (13-5) is on the precipice 
of another GNT crown this spring after the Mounties (13-5) knocked off top-seeded 
Nutley, 8-3, on Saturday in the semifinals to land a berth in this Saturday’s championship 
game opposite Seton Hall Prep.

Montclair, by the way, defeated Seton Hall Prep, 8-2, on April 16. The teams were sched-
uled to tangle on Tuesday in the second of their Super Essex Conference games, weath-
er permitting.

Montclair High School is a several decades-long football power in North Jersey but 
hadn’t reached a Greater Newark Tournament since well before its coach, Ron Gavazzi, 
was born. Gavazzi arrived to the Montclair baseball job in 2006 and it didn’t take him 
long to learn the Mounties hadn’t played in a GNT final since 1969. At the age of 26 at 
the time, 1969 had to seem like the Stone  Age to Gavazzi. The GNT, by the way, is in its 
87th year and is easily the state’s oldest tournament.

Diamond Jack Joey DeChiaro, broke the Hunterdon Central High School record for 
career wins in style on Saturday when he tossed a five-inning no-hitter in the Red Devils 
12-1 victory over Westfield. The victory gave four-year starter DeChiaro (4-1) 25 wins in 
his career, snapping the record set in 2017 by Peter Woltersdorf (Lehigh), who posted a 
24-3 record in three varsity seasons at the Flemington school. DeChiaro is 25-4 with the 
NJSIAA tournament lying ahead.
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ROBB, BERGER STEER RIDGE
PAST SCOTCH PLAINS IN STATES

A stunning 12 of DeChiaro’s 25 career victories have come in a HWS or NJSIAA tournament 
game.

Finch’s Aces pitcher Kylie Gletow had a heck of an eight-day stretch for her high school softball 
team, Hunterdon Central (17-1). Gletow pitched a no-hitter as Hunterdon Central defeated 
North Hunterdon, 2-0, in the Hunterdon/Warren/Sussex Tournament semifinals on May 4. She 
struck out 10 and walked three. Gletow also hit a solo home run in the game.

Five days later, Gletow five-hit North Hunterdon in a Skyland Conference game as the Red Devils 
won 5-2. The righthander picked up career strikeout No. 400 in that game. On Thursday, Gletow 
pitched another five-hitter in a 4-1 victory over Immaculata. That brought Gletow and her team-
mates to Saturday’s HWS championship game against Delaware Valley.

Gletow shut out Delaware Valley on five hits as she struck out 11 and walked one in a 6-0 victory. 
Gletow was named the HWS Most Valuable Player. It was her second MVP in the tri-county 
tournament, having won the award as a freshman in 2016.

Anticipated game coverage this week

DiamondNation.com brings its readers coverage of high school 
games around the state and loves nothing more than to be on site for 
the big county and state tournament games. In fact, DiamondNa-
tion.com covered all six NJSIAA group championship games last 
spring with its lone reporter. That could be a record in itself. Anyone?

The state tournament begins a week from today on Monday, May 20. 
But for now we have an assortment of county tournaments that need 
to be completed, including the Somerset County Tournament champi-
onship game, which was rained out on Monday and moved to  7 p.m. 
Friday at TD Bank Park in Bridgewater.

We'll also be reporting the Greater Middlesex Conference Tourna-
ment championship game, set for 4 p.m. on Sunday at Middlesex 
County Vo-Tech.

By Bob Behre

Sophomore Mia Robb took care of business on the mound and Sophia 
Berger led a 12-hit attack as Ridge defeated Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 10-3, 
in an NJSIAA North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 first round softball game at 
Diamond Nation in Flemington.

Ridge (14-6), the No. 3 seed, advances to the sectional quarterfinals where 
it will oppose sixth-seeded Philipsburg, a 10-0 winner over Plainfield. 
Ridge split its season series in the Skyland Conference with the Stateliners.

Robb permitted three runs, none of which was earned, on seven hits. She 
struck out six and walked just one as Ridge won for the ninth time in its last 
10 games and for the 11th time in its last 13 games. Scotch Plains, the No. 
14 seed, fell to 8-15.

Berger (3-for-4), Ridge’s No. 3 hitter, tripled in her first at bat, singled in the 
middle of a five-run rally in the third inning and singled again in the fourth. 
“Sophia’s been on a tear all season,” said Ridge’s third-year coach Jackie 
Tarulli. “She’s one of four or five girls hitting over .400 for us.”

Ridge, which defeated Scotch Plains, 11-1, in a regular season contest on 
May 3, fell behind in this one, 1-0. Sophia Lerner led off second inning with 
a shot to left-center that went for two bases. Lerner moved to third on a 
fielder’s choice grounder and scored on Grace Kennedy’s grounder to 
shortstop.

Ridge stranded three runners in the first two innings but erupted for five 
runs in the third on three hits, a walk and two Scotch Plains errors.

Robb started it with a one out walk, moved to second on Berger’s single 
and scored the tying run on a throwing error. Alexis Soulias singled home 
a run with one out before Lauren Lusardi hit a shot down the right field line. 
The ball took an awkward bounce on the turf and bounded past the right 
fielder as both base runners scored. Lusardi charged all the way home, too, 
before the relay got to the plate.

Allegra Decandia drew a bases-loaded walk in the fourth to extend the 
Ridge lead to 6-1 before Julia Solsky singled home Kennedy in the fifth to 
draw Scotch Plains to within 6-2. Kennedy had reached on a throwing error. 
The lead ballooned to 10-2 as Ridge struck for two runs in the fifth and two 
in the sixth.

Robb singled home one of the runs in the fifth and Emma Mertz singled in 
a run in the sixth for Ridge.

Robb used a healthy mix of pitches – fastball, screwball, changeup, curve-
ball, riser and drop – to keep Scotch Plains at bay. “I’ve been working on 
evening out my drop to get a little more lateral or horizontal movement,” 
said Robb. “They don’t all work all the time, but if a couple of them are 
going well I can get through.”

Mia Robb of Ridge scattered seven hits in a 10-3 state tournament victory 
over Scotch Plains-Fanwood on Thursday.
None of those pitches caused much consternation, considering Robb 
issued her only walk with two outs in the sixth inning. Control was never an 
issue as she had few deep counts to work with.

“My walks are down this year,” said Robb. “That’s just me growing as a pitch-
er. When I do issue walks it’s usually me just missing the zone by a little bit.” 
Her aggressive strike throwing can also be attributed to a confidence in her 
teammates’ defense. “They allow me to take risks,” she says.

“We tell them defense wins championships,” says Tarulli.

Winning championships has not been synonymous with Ridge softball over 
the years but Tarulli had brought a winning attitude to the Basking Ridge 
school. Ridge reached the Somerset County Tournament championship 
game last week for the first time ever. It fell to Hillsborough, 8-1, but the 
message is Ridge is no longer a bystander in big games. The Red Devils 
finished above .500 in 2018 for the first time since 2002.

An early season four-game losing streak did not derail the Red Devils, 
who’ve shown the chemistry on this team is strong and resilient.

“We hit that little bump,” says Robb. “We’re weren’t all on the same page at 
that point but we’ve all worked together as a team since.”

The three other Skyland Conference teams remain, along with Ridge, on the 
bottom half of the Section 2, Group 4 bracket; Phillipsburg, North Hunter-
don and Bridgewater-Raritan. The NJSIAA Group 4 tournament continues 
to go through the Skyland Conference. At least one Skyland Conference 
team has reached the Group 4 final in each of the past eight seasons, 
winning four of them. Another Skyland Conference team, Hunterdon Cen-
tral (18-1), is the No. 1 seed in Central Jersey, Group 4.

Mia Robb of Ridge scattered seven hits in a 10-3 state tournament 
victory over Scotch Plains-Fanwood on Thursday.

Sophia Berger went 3-for-4 in Ridge’s 10-3 state tournament victory 
on Thursday.


