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COLLEGE CAMP, JENNIE FINCH NORTHEAST
NATIONALS FIRE UP ‘THE NATION’

By Bob Behre

The Jennie Finch Northeast Nationals will team up with the National 
College Camp at Diamond Nation this week to form a formidable week 
of softball at the top tournament facility in the Northeast.

Finch’s Northeast Nationals will begin at 8 a.m. on Monday morning and 
the 12U, 14U and 16/18U tournaments will wind down on Wednesday 
with the playoff games and championships set for the afternoon. The 
National College Camp, boasting coaches from 20 top colleges around 
the country, will be conducted on Wednesday morning, 8 a.m.-1 p.m.

Jennie Finch will arrive on Wednesday is looking forward to taking in the 
Northeast Nationals playoff games in the afternoon.

The National College Camp will feature some of the top college softball 
coaches in the nation, including National Fastpitch Coaches Association 
Hall of Famers Pat Murphy of Alabama, Jay Miller of Hostra and Eugene Lenti of DePaul. The 
camp staff also includes coaches from such national powers as Notre Dame, Wisconsin, Indiana, 
and Florida State, not to mention such excellent local programs to Diamond Nation as Villanova, 
Lehigh and Monmouth University.

Campers will be put through a series of drills and skills tests and play live games against players 
in their age group. The college coaches will provide both group and individual instruction, 
giving campers an opportunity to show their talents in front of an impressive  array of coaches 
from all levels of college ball.

FOUR ACES HEAD TO
USSSA ALL-AMERICA GAMES

The three-day Jennie Finch’s Northeast Nationals will then conclude with the 
playoff games in each of the three tournament age groups.

The 12U Northeast Nationals playoffs gets underway with first round games 
at 3:30 p.m. and 5 p.m. on Wednesday. The semifinals will be played at 6:30 
p.m., followed by the championship game at 8 p.m. on Field 2.
The impressive 12U field boasts such talented softball programs as the East 
Meadow Fillies, Monroe Thunder, Avalanche and the Finch’s Aces 12U.

The 14U Northeast Nationals playoffs starts with a first game at 3:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday and the semifinals games will be played at 5 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. 
The 14U championship game is set for 8 p.m. on Field 6.

The Chicago Cheetahs 05 Premier, NJ Vipers, Finch’s Aces 14U and TC Trem-
ors help form and challenging 14U 
field.

The 16/18U Northeast Nationals playoffs has 
separate playoffs for the 16U and 18U squads. The 
16U playoffs begin with first round play at 3:30 p.m. 
and the 18U first round games are at 5 p.m. The 16U 
semifinals will be played at 5 p.m. and both champi-
onship games are set for 6:30 p.m. The 16U final will 
be played on Field 6 and the 18u finalists will square 
off on Field 2.

The 16/18U field boasts such quality softball entities 
as 16U Kraze, the Lady Ravens, Finch’s Aces 16U, 
Finch’s Aces Showcase, and the NW Explosion.

By Bob Behre

They’re not the Four Aces of 1950s and ‘60s 
pop music fame. They’re even better. They are 
our Four Aces, as in Finch’s Aces, and they are 
headed south to Florida this weekend for the 
USSSA All-American Fast Pitch Games.

Four young ladies from Diamond Nation’s 
Finch’s Aces softball program tried out and 
made the USSSA All-America Games that 
began with opening ceremonies on Monday, 
July 22 in Viera, Florida and concludes Satur-
day, July 27 with the championship games at 
brand new Space Coast Stadium.

Making the trip for the Finch’s Aces are 10U players Sage Canavan 
and Ally Moschberger, the 12U’s Bella Malinconico and 14U Ace 
Amya Hill. The girls check in on Monday morning before they meet 
their teams and begin practice in the afternoon. The tournament 
begins with pool play on Tuesday and Wednesday. The single-elimi-
nation playoff bracket play continues Thursday and Friday before 
Saturday’s age bracket championship games.

“It’s an honor to have these girls representing Jennie Finch and the 
Finch’s Aces program on a national level,” said Diamond Nation’s 
Director of Softball Operations Jackie Tarulli. “These four girls 
worked hard all year ‘round and deserve to be celebrated and 
appreciated.”

There were three tryouts in the Northeast Region -- Richmond, 
Pittsburgh and Easton, Pa. -- that were used to trim the number of 
girls to a select few. “The Easton tryout was extremely competitive,” 
said Stacy Canavan, Sage’s mom. “There were 200 players in the 
9U-through-14U ages. It was quite an intense experience for Sage.”

The girls were evaluated by top players and coaches in the USSSA 
program based on their skill level and athleticism. Eight regional 
teams will compete in the even from the Far West, Northwest, 
Midwest, Central, Great Lakes, Southeast, Atlantic and Northeast.

Sage Canavan, a savvy center fielder for the 10U Aces, was both 
nervous and excited for the tryout but played well and got through 
the pressure-packed atmosphere to earn a spot on the team.

“We are super proud of Sage for all her hard work to reach this 
moment and grateful to the Finch’s Aces for equipping her with the 
skill set needed to succeed. Sage’s reaction to making the team was 
pure joy and excitement.”

Bella Malinconico, on the other hand, handled 
her 12U tryout experience like the veteran 12U 
player she is. “I was nervous,” said Bella, “but it 
wasn’t hard.”

So when Bella says she’s nervous it’s probably a 
good thing. She clearly used the pressure of a 
situation to focus her talents to where they 
needed to be applied.

“I’m super nervous but excited that I was chosen 
to play in this event,” said Bella. “I look forward 
to meeting and playing with new teammates. I 
hope I can make coach Christian (Campbell) 
and coach Scott (Cahill) proud.”

Coach Campbell has no doubt Malinconico, his 
feisty shortstop, will achieve whatever she sets 
her mind to.

“Bella leads our team in quality at bats,” said 
Campbell. “She’s third in RBIs and slugging 
percentage and her development since the 
middle of last year is incredible.”

Malinconico came to the Finch’s Aces in the 
middle of the season last year and Campbell 
watched the transformation of a young player 
unsure of herself, to a player confident in her 
own ability and determined to perform well.

“Bella came to us with an 
attitude that said, ‘I’m not 
good but I can be and I’ll 
do whatever it takes to be 
good,” said Campbell. 
“She was raw and unsure 
of herself when she came 
to us, but now she plays 
like a senior in high 
school. The ability was 
there, but she lacked 
confidence at that point.”

Malinconico’s confidence 
truly has burst through 
the past several months. 

Canavan’s 10U Aces coach, Amanda 
Lombardi had little doubt about Sage’s 
ability to succeed in the tryout.

“For a smaller sized kid, she throws girls out 
from center field like she is Mike Trout,” said 
Lombardi. “We call her Sage Canonvan 
because of her arm. What I love about her 
is her eagerness to learn. She is always 
picking my brain about situations on the 
field.” 

Canavan’s 10U Aces teammate, Ally 
Moschberger, had a powerful experience 
through the tryouts.

“Ally cried when she found out she made the team,” said her 
mom, Jeannine Moschberger. “The Aces have given Ally every 
opportunity to learn and grow in the sport she loves. Her hard 
work and dedication this last year is really paying off.”

The young Moschberger is always right in the middle of the 
action with her 10U Aces squad.

“Ally is a catcher, primarily, and plays third base when she isn’t 
behind the plate,” said coach Lombardi. “She is a competitor 
with the heart of a lion. Ally will give 110 percent every time she 
steps between the two foul lines. She is a prime example of 
what hard work and dedication is all about. I can’t wait to see 
what she does in Florida.”

Mark Moschberger, Ally’s dad, called the 
tryouts in Easton “fast-paced and very competi-
tive.” Ally said, “I was nervous.” But she played 
her game and stamped her ticket to Florida. 
Ally and Sage will play on the National Far West 
team which boasts girls from New Jersey and 
such states as Pennsylvania, Texas, Florida and 
California.

It’s been quite a first year with the Aces for 
Moschberger, whose improvement makes 
her a bit of a comeback story. “She has 
been on a mission since parting ways with 
her former team,” says Jeannine Mosch-
berger. “ A lot has changed in the past 12 
months for her. I can’t say enough about 
the Aces organization and what they have 
done for Ally and her game.”

Bella Malinconico

Ally Moschberger
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“She started to believe what her coaches, her 
teammates and everyone else was telling her 
about her ability,” said Campbell. “On top of all 
that, Bella is an amazing teammate and is loved 
by all the girls. She is hilarious, funny and goofy 
off the field. But on the field she is one of the 
most hard-nosed, competitive players I’ve met. I 
absolutely love this kid.”

Amya Hill battled a case of the nerves, too, 
during the 14U tryout but, like her fellow Finch’s 
Aces, her focus on what she hoped to achieve 
won out.

“The tryout was packed with a lot of girls, so I was 
nervous but I just stayed focused on my goal of 
making the team,” said Hill.

Then it became a waiting game to see if that goal 
had come to fruition.

“We received an email later in the evening while 
we were watching a movie,” said Hill. “I just started jumping on the couches and my 
siblings. I plan to visit my grandparents while I’m in Florida. They live close by.”

Amya plays shortstop, third base and outfield for the 14U Aces, filling those roles based on 
her team’s needs.

“Amya is one of those players who would run through a brick wall for a ball,” said 14U Aces 
coach Katya Corbett. “She goes all out and never has a clean uniform.”

Amya provides a nice bonus to the 14U squad with her excellent speed. “She is so fast 

around the bases,” says Corbett. “She 
has great running technique.”

Amya is starting to feel the nerves go 
to work as the event draws near but 
she knows how to make that work for 
her.

“I'm a little nervous but can’t wait to 
get on the field down there,” said 
Amya. Says Amya’s mom, Christina 
Hill, “We’re really excited to see what 
Amya can do out there.”

Those are coach Corbett’s words 
exactly, “It’s a great opportunity for 
Amya as well as a great experience,” 
said Corbett. “I’m excited to see what she does down there.”

The Four Aces will be going in different directions at times in Melbourne since 
they are playing in three separate age brackets, but Stacy Canavan hopes to 
make the trip a memorable one for the Finch’s Aces.

“We are so very excited to represent the Northeast Region playing in the 
USSSA All-American Games,” said Canavan. “We are looking forward to travel-
ing with a number of fellow Finch’s Aces team members representing our 
program. This experience will, no question, leave Sage and the girls with 
special lifelong memories.”

Says Jeannine Moschberger, “We look forward to the challenge and we are 
hoping Ally makes memories and friendships that stay with her. It’s such an 
achievement for all of the girls.”

JERSEY SHORE FIRE STAYED HOT ON
WAY TO 15U MID-SUMMER CLASSIC TITLE

was mishandled. O’Rourke stepped in 
with two outs and delivered.

Dodd helped his own cause in the third 
when he singled home Stephan 
DeMilio for a 3-0 lead. DeMilio had 
drawn a two-out walk and reached 
second when the Hustle Baseball 
catcher overthrew first base on a 
pickoff attempt.

The Fire extended the lead to 5-1 in the 
fourth courtesy of another rally ignited 
by the bottom of the order.

Patella led off and beat out a slow 
grounder to shortstop before Atkinson 
reached on a throwing error. Patella 
went all the way to third base on the 
play but Atkinson was thrown out trying 
to take second. Patella then scored on a 
wild pitch with Noah Baxter at the plate 
to boost the lead to 4-1. Baxter walked 

and O’Rourke, the Fire’s reliable leadoff hitter, singled 
again. Then, with two outs, No. 3 hitter Nick Daubrowney 
singled to center to score Baxter and lift the lead to 5-1.

Dodd seemed to get stronger as the game progressed. 
His fastball had more life and his well-placed curveball 
gained more bite. The righthander would get four of the 
last seven batters he faced by strikeout, permitting just 
one baserunner, Jacob Hogan, who singled.

“Ethan is a good pitcher,” said coach DeMilio. “We were 
lucky to still have him available for the final.”

While Jersey Shore Fire’s bats were more timely than 
dominant in the final, the team had a strong tournament 
at the plate, scoring 30 runs, an average of six runs a 
game. That included an 8-0 victory over Syracuse Base-
ball Club in the tournament opener and a 9-0 win over 
International Baseball Academy in the final game of pool 
play. Jersey Shore squeaked past A’s Prospects 2022 
National, 2-1, in the semifinals.

Hustle Baseball Academy outscored its tournament 
opponents 34-13.

MID-SUMMER CLASSIC RECAPS
10U
Diamond Jacks 10U 10, Cherry Hill National 9
The Diamond Jacks 10U nipped Cherry Hill National, 
10-9, in the 10U Mid-Summer Classic championship 
game. Kevin Stephenson of the Diamond Jacks was 
named the 10U tournament’s Most Valuable Player. The 
Diamond Jacks (3-1) outscored their opponents 38-20. 
Cherry Hill National (2-1) held a 34-20 runs advantage on 
its opponents.

12U
CB Raiders 7, NJ Glory-Graphite 2
The CB Raiders defeated NJ Glory-Graphite, 7-2, in the 
12U Mid-Summer Classic championship game. Jimmy 
Ridge of the CB Raiders was named the 12U tourna-
ment’s Most Valuable Player. The CB Raiders (4-0) 
outscored their opponents 36-8. NJ Glory-Graphite (4-1) 
held a 58-21 runs advantage on its opponents. 

13U
RCBC Nationals 7, Diamond Jacks Super 13U 2
The RCBC Nationals defeated the Diamond 
Jacks Super 13U, 7-2, in the 13U Mid-Summer 
Classic championship game. RCBC Nationals 
(5-1) outscored their opponents 53-17. The 
Diamond Jacks Super 13U (4-1) held a 49-16 
runs advantage on their opponents.

15U-Green
Jersey Shore Fire 5, Hustle Baseball Academy 1
Jersey Shore Fire defeated Hustle Baseball Acad-
emy, 5-1, in the 15U Green Bracket Mid-Summer 
Classic championship game. The 15U Green 
Bracket Most Valuable Player was awarded to the 
entire Jersey Shore Fire team. Jersey Shore Fire 
(5-0) outscored its tournament opponents 30-4. 
Hustle Baseball Academy (4-1) held a 34-13) runs 
advantage on its opponents. 

15U-Blue
North Tonawanda Americans 3, Teel Ravens 0
North Tonawanda Americans defeated the Teel 
Ravens, 3-0, in the 15U Blue Bracket Mid-Summer 
Classic championship game. Paulie Schwandt of 
North Tonawanda was named the 15U Blue 
Bracket Most Valuable Player. North Tonawanda 
(4-0-1) outscored its opponents 39-7. The Teel 
Ravens (3-2) held a 21-14 runs advantage on 
their opponents.

15U-Red
Wladyka American 10, Taconic Rangers 0
Wladyka American defeated the Taconic Rang-
ers, 10-0, in the 15U Red Bracket Mid-Summer 
Classic championship game. Lucas Egenhauser 
of Wladyka American was named the 15U Red 
Bracket Most Valuable Player. Wladyka American 
(4-0) outscored its opponents 31-5. The Taconic 
Rangers (3-2) held a 29-24 runs advantage on 
their opponents.

16U Summer Championship
Frozen Ropes Rockies 4, RCBC New Jersey 2
The Frozen Ropes Rockies edged RCBC New 
Jersey, 4-2, in the 16U Summer Championship 
final, 4-2. Adam Paperny of Frozen Ropes was 
named the tournament’s Most Valuable Player. 
The Rockies (7-0) outscored their opponents 
36-9. RCBC New Jersey (6-1) held a 44-20 runs 
advantage on its opponents.

14U Diamond Nation World Series
Team Steel Gold 10, PA Shockers 3
Team Steel Gold defeated the PA Shockers, 10-0, 
in the 14U Diamond Nation World Series cham-
pionship game. Carlos Martinez of Team Steel 
Gold was named the tournament’s Most Valuable 
Player. Team Steel Gold (6-0) outscored its oppo-
nents 66-21. The PA Shockers (5-1) held a 35-16 
runs advantage on their opponents.

By Bob Behre

It’s always difficult to grind through a long tournament and 
survive and advance to the championship game. It may be 
even harder to reach that final game with some facsimile of a 
pitching staff still standing.

The Jersey Shore Fire was blessed to have Ethan Dodd ready 
to go against the hearty hitting lineup of Hustle Baseball 
Academy in the 15U Mid-Summer Classic championship 
game last night at Diamond Nation.

Dodd delivered by absolutely pouding the strike zone with 
fastballs and dropping in some well-timed curveballs as he 
scattered six hits, struck out 10 and, impressively, walked 
none as Jersey Shore Fire cruised to a 5-1 victory and the 
tournament championship.

“It really is hard to get to the final and have any pitching left,” 
said Jersey Shore coach Buddy DeMilio. “We were fortunate 
our pitchers threw enough strikes to get us through games 
without having to use too many of them.”

Jersey Shore pitching, and its stout defense, permitted just 
four runs in its 5-0 tournament run, including two shutouts. 
Fire pitching never surrendered more than two runs to an 
opponent.

“I was getting ahead in counts, that was the big thing,” said 
Dodd, a rising junior at Egg Harbor Township High School. 
He said he was pleased with his fastball and curveball.

Dodd’s only real trouble came in the top of the fourth after 
the Fire had already built a 3-0 lead. Lou Rivera and Jeuriz 
Polanco opened the inning for Hustle Baseball with singles, 
but Dodd would work out of major trouble while permitted 
just one run. A.J. Guiliana brought Hustle Baseball’s only run 
home with a fielder’s choice grounder to the right side.

Rian O’Rourke would provide the only runs Jersey Shore Fire 
would need when he rifled a shot into right field to score 
Aiden Patella and Gavin Atkinson for a 2-0 lead in the bottom 
of the second. Patella, the No. 8 hitter, had drawn a one-out 
walk and Atkinson, the No. 9 hitter, chased him to third with a 
single to center field. Atkinson took second when the relay  
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