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By Bob Behre

The summer is a busy time at Diamond Nation for sure and there 
isn’t much let up in the month of August, which kicks off with the 
78-team Boys of Summer tournament this weekend, followed by 
the 105-team 17/18U Blue Chip Prospects Wood Bat event begin-
ning on Monday.
All-in-all, 183 teams will be grace the top baseball and softball 
facility in the Northeast during the next seven days.

The Boys of Summer gets underway on Friday afternoon as the 
tournament field includes 10U, 11U, 12U, 14U and 15U age brack-
ets.

The 15U Boys of Summer field opens play with a pair of 4:30 
p.m. games on Friday. One of those attractive openers has All 
In Baseball competing with Connecticut Edge on Field 5. The 
28-team 15U field is broken into two separate playoff brackets; 
Red and Blue. The playoffs start at 4:30 p.m. on Sunday with 
the first round in the Red Bracket. The Blue Bracket semifinals 
is set for 6:30 p.m. and both championship games will be 
played a 8:30 p.m.

Hustle Baseball Academy, the Connecticut Wolfpack, Baseball 
U. Pa., New England Premier, Team Crush Baseball 2022, the 
CK Cardinals and the Niagara Thunderbolts are featured in a 
geographically diverse field.

The 14U Boys of Summer is a  24-team tournament that is broken into two separate playoff 
brackets; Red and Yellow. The 14U tournament opens at 4:30 p.m. on Friday as the Philadelphia 
Reds and NH Cannons compete in one of the two 4:30 games. The Red and Yellow playoff 
brackets open with first round games at 4:30 p.m. on Sunday. The two 14U championship games 
are set for 6:30 p.m. on Fields 1 and 3.

The deep 14U field also boasts the Lumberkings, Frazier’s Downtown Academy, Jersey Boyz 
Baseball, Gains Rawlings, the Atlantic Baseball Club Mariners, and the  Diamond Jacks Super 
14U.

The 12U Boys of Summer kicks off the tournament weekend at Diamond Nation with a 4:30 p.m. 
contest on Friday that has the CB Raiders opposing the Wall Wolfpack on Field 2. The 
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three-team 12U playoff begins at 6:30 p.m. on Sunday with the 
Nos. 2 and 3 seeds squaring off to see which qualifies for the 
championship game against the No. 1 seed at 8:30 p.m. on Field 
2.

The 12U field is bolstered by the presence of the Hazlet Hawks, 
New Milford Cyclones and the Bronx Blue Devils.

The 11U Boys of Summer gets underway with a late start, 8:30 
p.m. on Friday, when the Diamond Jacks Super 11U faces the WR 
Bombers on Field 2. The 11U tournament championship game is 
set for 8:30 p.m. on Sunday on Field 6.

Hit Brigade, Greene City Outlaws and the Mid-Hudson 
Tigers give the 11U field a formidable feel.

The 10U Boys of Summer opens with a pair of openers at 
8 a.m. on Saturday, featuring a highly competitive matchup 
pitting the Hudson Valley Renegades and the Richmond 
County Americans on Field 2. The two-day event culmi-
nates with the championship game on Sunday at 2:15 p.m. 
on Field 5A.

The NY Gothams, Central Perk 10U and the Oil City Bandits 
help to round out a very competitive 10U field.

The 105-team 17/18U Blue Chip Prospects tournament 
begins on Monday with nine opening games at 8 a.m. The North Jersey Giants oppose Pro 
Skills 17U Select in one of the more enticing BCP openers.

The Blue Chip Prospects playoffs is a huge event in which championships are awarded in 
Green, Gold, Black, Blue and Red Brackets. The playoffs open at 4:30 p.m. on Thursday and 
runs through the last championship game that begins at 4:30 p.m. on Friday.  There will be 
championships games at 10 a.m., 12:15 p.m (2), 2:15 p.m. and 4:30 p.m. on Sunday.

The deep and talented field mixes familiar faces to Diamond Nation with some infrequent 
flyers. This great field includes such talented organizations as the North Jersey Cardinals, 
Zoom Baseball, Full Count Prospects, Wladyka American, 9ers Baseball Club, Farrah Scout, 
East End Aviators, the Bayside Yankees and the Boston Prospects.

By Bob Behre

The Finch’s Aces 18U Premier squad opened the Jennie Finch Northeast Nationals 18U 
championship game by registering four straight outs. It looked like a very difficult final 
loomed against a very strong Syracuse Sports Zone 18U team.

Then the Aces bats sprung to life with an aggressive urgency, suddenly turning what 
appeared to be a tight pitchers battle into a runaway.

Lefthander Julia Aspel limited Syracuse Sports Zone to two hits over four innings as the 
deep Aces lineup erupted for 13 hits on the way to a 12-1 victory and the 18U champion-
ship at Diamond Nation in Flemington.

“Sometimes we start out a bit slow,” said Aces 18U Premier coach Jackie Tarulli. “But the 
girls are really good at communicating with each other what a pitcher is throwing, and 
adjusting.”

The championship capped a great three-day tournament that also included the National 
Softball College Camp and a visit from softball legend Jennie Finch. Finch, in fact, coached 
first base for the Aces 18U Premier during the championship game.

Olivia Burd, the Aces speedy center fielder, ripped a one-out single through the right side of 
the Syracuse infield to ignite a four-run rally in the second inning. Lea Kosinski then hit a 
spinner off the end of her bat to the right side that went for an infield single. Mia Robb 
stepped in with two outs and shot an RBI single into left field to tie the game at 1-1.

Chloe Pocchesci then delivered the big hit of the inning, slashing a double down the left field 
line to score Kosinski and Robb for a 3-1 lead. Taylor Huck, the No. 10 hitter, then capped the 
rally with an RBI single to right field.

“It’s starts with the seniors, like Julia,” said Tarulli. “It’s good pitching and quality defense. 
Everything builds from that.”

Apsel had surrendered an unearned run in the first inning and Sidney Chafee was standing 
on second base with no outs after doubling to left field. But the lefthander from North Hunter-
don High went into lockdown mode from there. She retired the next three batters in order to 
strand Chafee and would, in fact, retire eight straight Syracuse batters.

“My screwball was really good for me today,” said Apsel, who helped guide North Hunterdon 
to a sectional championship in the spring. “My curveball was there, too, before the rain started 
and I had my changeup working toward the end.”

Apsel consistently commanded the strike zone, striking out three and walking just one and 
that came when she was one batter away from closing out the victory. Apsel was named the 
18U Jennie Finch Northeast Nationals tournament Most Valuable Player.

The Aces 18U Premier erupted again in the third inning, striking for five runs on five hits as the 
top of the lineup joined the hit brigade. Leadoff batter Rileigh Glynn got the engine started  
by singling through the middle of the diamond and promptly stealing second base. Dewey 
Grundhauser was hit by a pitch and both runners moved up on a wild pitch. That set up 
Gianna Colalillo’s timely two-run single to center field that boosted the lead to 6-1. Kylie 
Gletow and Burd put Syracuse right back on its heels with back-to-back singles to load the 
bases.

Kosinski and Apsel followed with sac flies to center field to lift the lead to 8-1 and Robb 
slapped a single up the middle to score Burd and boost the lead to 9-1. The Aces would put 
the game away in the fourth via the 10-run mercy rule.
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Hucke (2-for-2, RBI, run) started that rally with a leadoff triple and she scored on Glynn’s one-out 
infield single. Colalillo drew a two-out walk before her Hunterdon Central teammate Gletow hit a 
laser down the left field line for a two-run triple and a 12-1 lead.

Andrea Sumida, who had reached on an infield error and scored in the first inning, had the only 
other hit for Syracuse, a two-out single through the left side in the third. Maddie Ancone drew a 
two-out walk in the fourth but Apsel got the next batter to bounce out to Gletow at first to end the 
game.

Gletow had shut out the Aces 18U Showcase team, 2-0, in the semifinals. It was a cleanly played 
one hour and 10 minute game in which the Monmouth University-bound Gletow outdueled the 
Showcase’s Jenna Crampton, a rising junior at Voorhees High School. Crampton was impressive 
containing the potent Aces Premier lineup.

“Jenna did a great job and I’m proud of coach Lauren (Aspiazu) and how well the Showcase team 
played in the tournament,” said Tarulli.

Glynn, Colallilo (two RBI) and Burd each had two hits and scored two runs. Robb had two hits, two 
RBI and scored a run. Gletow was 2-for-3 with two RBI and scored a run. The Aces Premier (5-0-1) 
outscored their tournament opponents 49-14. Syracuse Sports Zone (3-1-1) held a 33-22 runs 
advantage on its opponents.

JENNIE FINCH NORTHEAST NATIONALS RECAPS

16U
Infinity Shock 8, NW Explosion 0
Infinity Shock defeated NW Explosion, 8-0, in the 16U Jennie Finch Northeast Nationals 
championship game. Melissa Sano of Infinity Shock was named the 16U tournament’s 
Most Valuable Player. Infinity Shock (5-0-1) outscored its opponents 41-11. NW Explosion 
(2-5) was outscored by its opponents 61-42.

14U
Chicago Cheetahs 7, NJ Vipers 4
The Chicago Cheetahs defeated the NJ Vipers, 7-4, in the 14U Jennie Finch Northeast 
Nationals championship game. The Cheetahs (6-0) outscored their tournament oppo-
nents 53-11. The NJ Vipers (5-1) held a 42-14 runs advantage on their opponents.

12U
Syracuse Sports Zone 7, Finch’s Aces 12U 5
Syracuse Sports Zone defeated Finch’s Aces 12U, 7-5, in the 12U Jennie Finch Northeast 
Nationals championship game. Kiara McMahon of Syracuse Sports Zone was named the 
12U tournament’s Most Valuable Player. Syracuse Sports Zone (5-2) outscored its oppo-
nents 56-29. Finch’s Aces 12U (5-2) held a 29-21 runs advantage on its opponents.

By Bob Behre

Team Crush 2021 jumped out to a big early lead and received a strong five innings from righthander Kevin Peters on its 
was to a 9-7 victory over the NJ Marlins 2021 in the 16U Mid-Summer Classic White Bracket championship game last night 
at Diamond Nation.

Team Crush struck for five runs in the first inning and four more runs in the second to take a 9-1 lead. Peters contained the 
Marlins to the tune of two runs on four hits over the first five innings before the Marlins finally got to him in the sixth.

The Marlins struck for five runs in the top of the sixth to draw within 9-7 and still had the bases loaded before reliever Justin 
Pescoe induced a bouncer to second base to extricate his team from further trouble and secure the championship.

“Kevin did a good job but did run out of gas there in the last inning,” said Marlins coach Anthony Piccolini. “Justin came in 
and got that big out.” Peters worked 5.2 innings and Pescoe got the last out as the game ended there via the time limit.

Team Crush (5-0) was presented an early opportunity as the Marlins’ starting pitcher issued walks to the first three batters 
of the game. Then two runs came home on a wild pitch and a bad throw back to the plate. After Jack Callahan reached on 
an error, J.J. Jacquette delivered two more runs on a double to the right field fence. Jacquette scored the fifth run of the 
rally on Steph Grammatica’s fielder’s choice grounder.

The Marlins manufactured a run in the top of the second when Jason Taylor drew a one-out walk, stole second, reached 
third on a groundout and scored on a wild pitch.

But the Tuckahoe, N.Y.-based Team Crush put a four-spot on the board in the bottom of the second to put the Marlins in a 
9-1 hole. That rally began at the very bottom of the Team Crush lineup when Frank Mondrone, the No. 11 hitter, reached 
on an infield single and Pescoe, the No. 12 hitter, followed with a single to right field. Ryan Hunter then ripped a double 
down the left field line to score Pescoe before Danny Infante followed with a double to the left-center field gap that scored 
both runners for an 8-1 lead. Infante scored the final run of the inning on a fielder’s choice.

Peters did not allow a hit until the Marlins’ Jacob Vezcko ended the no-hit bid decisively with a one-out triple to straight-
away center field in the fourth. Nate Pallotta brought Vezcko home with what was recorded as a sac fly, but was also the 
defensive play of the game. Pallotta hit a shot into the left-center field gap that looked like a sure extra-base hit. But center 
fielder Jacquette raced over, dived flat out and made what would be a remarkable catch at any level of ball. Considering 
Jack Urbano followed with a single before Peters got a strikeout to end the inning, Jacquette’s catch prevented a big 
inning by the Marlins.

Devin Foderraro and Eric Kaletcher each singled with two outs in the fifth, but Peters again got a strikeout to end the inning 
and avoid further trouble.

A.J. Estrella led off the sixth for the Marlins with a triple and scored when Andrew Weber bounced out to shortstop, cutting 
the deficit to 9-3. It didn’t appear at that point that Team Crush had any concerns, especially with the clock ticking quickly 
toward the end of the time limit, meaning this would be the Marlins last at bat. But Peters suddenly lost the plate, walking 
the bases loaded around a strikeout for the second out.

Piccolini tried to squeeze one more out from Peters, but his righthander walked another batter and plunked a batter with 
a pitch to force home two runs and shave the lead to 9-5. Pescoe entered and, initially, had his own trouble closing out the 
victory. He walked Dylan Millman and Foderraro as the Marlins inched closer to 9-7. Finally, on a 2-2 pitch, Pescoe got the 
next batter to hit a bouncer to Infante at second, who tossed the ball to his shortstop, Hunter, to end it.

Alex Del Brocco, Team Crush’s left fielder, was named the 
tournament’s Most Valuable Player. The choice for the honor 
wasn’t an easy one as Infante, Jacquette and Callahan each had 
a big tournament as well.

“Alex had an outstanding tournament,” said Piccolini. “He’s our 
heart and soul. Our catcher. He’ll do anything, make any 
sacrifice for the team.”

Team Crush also received excellent pitching throughout the 
tournament. Mondrone tossed a complete game in Team 
Crush’s 9-3 victory over Hit And Run Outlaws 2022 in the semifi-
nals. Joe Capano pitched a complete game shutout in his 
team’s 7-0 victory over Baseball U. Connecticut 16U Orange in 
the third game of pool play.

“Yes, our pitching was great,” said Piccolini. “We had three 
complete games and almost a fourth in the final.”

Team Crush outscored its opponents 41-13 while the NJ 
Marlins (4-1) held a 39-15 runs advantage on their opponents.

TOURNAMENT RECAPS
Garden State Invitational 17/18U Wood Bat
Warstic Citius 2021 6, Time To Sign Prospect 0
Warstic Citius defeated Time To Sign Prospect, 6-0, in the 
Garden State Invitational 17/18U Wood Bat championship 
game. Aidan Redahan of Warstic Citius was named the tourna-
ment’s Most Valuable Player. Warstic Citius (7-0) outscored its 
opponents 42-7 while Time to Sign (6-1) held a 32-21 runs 
advantage on its opponents.

Mid-Summer Classic 16U
Black Bracket
Pro Skills Select Black 9, The Clubhouse 2021 1
Pro Skills Select Black defeated The Clubhouse 2021, 9-1, in the 
Mid-Summer Classic Black Bracket championship game. 
Steven Shaffer of Pro Skills was named the Black Bracket Most 
Valuable Player. Pro Skills (5-0) outscored its opponents 47-10. 
The Clubhouse (5-1) held a 53-26 runs advantage on its oppo-
nents.

Yellow Bracket
Wladyka American 10, D1 Colts 8
Wladyka American defeated the D1 Colts, 10-8, in the 
Mid-Summer Classic Yellow Bracket championship game. 
Doug Summers of Wladyka American was named the tourna-
ment’s Most Valuable Player. Wladyka American (5-0) 
outscored its opponents 39-15. The D1 Colts (4-1) held a 31-20 
runs advantage over their opponents.

Beat The Heat
10U
Diamond Jacks 10U 16, ASBA Cherry Hill 1
The Diamond Jacks 10U defeated ASBA Cherry Hill, 16-1, in the 
10U Beat The Heat championship game. Tommy Denvir of the 
Diamond Jacks was named the tournament’s Most Valuable 
Player. The Diamond Jacks (3-0-1) outscored their opponents 
41-11. ASBA Cherry Hill (2-1-1) held a 27-14 runs advantage on 
its opponents.

11U
RCBC Nationals 7, Minutemen 3
RCBC Nationals defeated the Minutemen, 7-3, in the 11U Beat 
The Heat championship game. RCBC Nationals (4-0-1) 
outscored their opponents 49-19. The Minutemen (3-1) held a 
48-14 runs advantage on their opponents.

12U
Prospect U. Baseball Braves 6, Riverbank Baseball 3
Prospect U. Baseball Braves defeated Riverbank Baseball, 6-3, 
in the 12U Beat The Heat championship game. J.P. Zayle of 
Prospect U. was named the tournament’s Most Valuable Player. 
Prospect U. Baseball (3-1) outscored its opponents 35-18. 
Riverbank Baseball (3-1) held a 34-17 runs advantage on its 
opponents.


