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POCCESHI (continued on next page)

HALLOWEEN MASH OFFERS SCARY
COMPETITION AT ‘THE NATION’

ACES OUTFIELDER POCCESCHI COMMITS TO DIV. 2 CALDWELL

By Bob Behre

The fall season has been a long-running gem as the 
weather in the northeast part of the country has 
cooperated like few years before. This weekend 
should present more of the same as the 60-team 
Halloween Mash - Powered by Victus - marches into 
Diamond Nation.

Five age brackets will make their final appearance of 
the fall at Diamond Nation when the 10U, 11U, 12U, 
15U and 17-18U Wood Bat fields take to action at the 
Flemington, N.J. facility.

The 17-18U Wood Bat Halloween Mash kicks things 
up with three openers at 6:30 p.m. on Friday. Rising 
Stars Baseball squares off with the Diamond Jacks 
Gold 17U on Field 4 in one of those openers. The 
three-day 17-18U event begins its playoff with first 
round play at 2:15 p.m. on Sunday whent the 4 vs. 5 seeds and the 2 vs. 3 seeds tangle. The 
top seed plays the 4 vs. 5 winner at 4:30 p.m., before the final draw is set for a 6:30 p.m. cham-
pionship game on Field 1.

Prospects Baseball Academy, LVBA Prospects, Complete Performance Baseball Academy 
17U, Diamond Studs Baseball, the Diamond Jacks Super 17 2020 squad and the Morris 
County Cubs help fortify the deep, 18-team 17-18U field.

The 15U Halloween Mash fires up with a 6:30 p.m. opener on Friday when two familiar foes; 
the NJ Jays and the Diamond Jacks Super 15U team battle on Field 3. The 14-team 15U field 
swings into the playoffs with the semifinal round at 4:30 p.m. on Sunday. The 15U champion-
ship game is set for 6:30 p.m. on Field 3.

Complete Game 15U, Jersey Stealth, NY 
Gothams, the Diamond Jacks Super 15U, Bucks 
County Generals, Wladyka Baseball and Sporti-
ka Gallagher 15U Elite Red formulate a rugged-
ly competitive field.

A pair of intriguing openers at 6:30 p.m. on 
Friday ignite play in the 16-team 12U Hallow-
een Mash. Team Supreme faces PS2 Academy 
Crusaders on Field 6 and WBC tries to knock off 
the Diamond Jacks Super 12U on Field 2 in the 
attractive openers. The 12u tournament playoff 
semifinals are set for 4:30 p.m. on Sunday and 
the championship game follows at 6:30 p.m. on 
Field 2.

ASBA Warminster, South Jersey Elite, All-Out 
Baseball, NJ Marlins, NJ Renegades and Hit 
Brigade present a highly competitive group of 
Diamond Nation regulars in the 12U draw.

The 11U Halloween Mash opens at 10 a.m. on Sunday with an impressive pairing of the New 
York Sandlots and NJ Axemen on Field 5B. The top two teams in this eight-team field, after 
three pool play games, square off for the championship at 4:30 p.m. on Sunday on Field 5B.

Bridgewater Panthers Elite, Tri-State Arsenal National, the Diamond Jacks Super 11U and the 
Delaware River Sharks highlight an enviable 11U field.

The 10U Halloween Mash opens play at 10 a.m. on Saturday when the Hamilton A’s and 
3UP3DOWN Baseball fight it out on Field 5A. The 10U championship game is set for 12:15 
p.m. on Sunday on Field 5A.

Central Jersey Young Guns Select and Deck Dogs help round out a nice looking 10U field.

POWERED BY

By Bob Behre

It certainly helps to know what you want before you begin the search for a college that makes 
you feel comfortably at home.

Chloe Pocceschi is a terrific softball player who wishes to be a nurse in the near future. The 
desire to marry the two at the collegiate level, she learned, met some resistance.

“Not every college softball coach thinks a nursing major and softball work well together,” said 
Pocceschi.

Pocceschi had considered Division 1 Sacred Heart, Division 2 Caldwell and some smaller 
Division 3 schools, such as Scranton and Moravian. “I thought I could play softball and pursue 
my career choice, but I was not able to do that at Sacred Heart. The coach there said it wasn’t 
possible because I’d miss a lot of games due to the clinical schedule.”

The demands of a Division 1 athletic program are truly extensive, so Sacred Heart was simply 
being honest with Pocceschi.

Pocceschi stepped up her college search with one thing in mind; finding a program willing to 
work with her to achieve both of her college goals. The Finch’s Aces 18U Premier corner 

outfielder would find an agreeable ear in Caldwell University coach Dean Johnson.

“Coach Johnson is very flexible,” said Pocceschi. “He accepts nursing students and will 
work with us to maintain our academic commitment while understanding the time we’ll 
miss on the field.”

Johnson, beginning his 26th season at Division 2 Caldwell University, had four nursing 
students on his roster in 2019 and has managed to win at a precipitous pace, posting an 
828-381-3 record over that span.

“Coach Johnson was at Tommy Tarulli’s camp at Diamond Nation,” said Pocceschi. “He’s 
watch me play in a few tournaments. He understands academics comes before sports.”

Caldwell, with a study body of 1,595, is similar in size to Pocceschi’s high school, North 
Hunterdon. While nestled in the bustling western suburbs of Essex County, Caldwell 
University draws nationally. The 2019 Caldwell roster boasted four players from California, 
one from Arizona, another from Chicago and four from Florida, as well as players from 
Delaware, New York and New Jersey.

“It’s on the smaller side and has a nice town right there,” said Pocceschi. “Everything you 
need is close by.”

Pocceschi has shown steady and tremendous growth the past three seasons while playing 
in two highly competitive softball environments; the Finch’s Aces program and North 
Hunterdon High School, which plays its games in the Skyland Conference. The Skyland 
Conference is a perennial statewide powerhouse in New Jersey.

Pocceschi has embraced the competition in both programs as well as the experience itself.

“It helps to play on two strong teams,” said Pocceschi. “It’s more than just the sport. It also 
helps you in life. You have to adjust to different people, new people everyday. You learn to 
work with people around you as you build chemistry.”

“Chloe is one of the unquestioned leaders of our team,” said North Hunterdon coach 
Anthony Rotondo. “After moving up to varsity late in her freshman year, she has been a 
starter and big time contributor the past two seasons and started all 30 games for our state 
championship team.”

Pocceschi batted .320 and drove in 14 runs as a sophomore in 2018 and was one of many 
critical ingredients to North Hunterdon’s drive to the NJSIAA Group 4 championship. The 
Lions followed that remarkable 2018 season with a North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 cham-
pionship in 2019 that few saw coming.

“We lost our best player, Maggie (Swan), so it was a little bit of a surprise,” said Pocceschi. 
“But we proved that (2018) team was more than just one player.” Swan was the Lions’ ace
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DJACKS SUPER 16U CRUISES TO FALL HARVEST CHAMPIONSHIP

in 2018 and one of their top hitters before graduating and 
moving on to New York University. “Julie (Apsel) stepped up 
for us on the mound.”

Pocceschi also stepped up for North Hunterdon in 2019, 
batting .392 with 6 doubles, 2 home runs and 19 RBI. She also 
went 3-for-4 with 2 RBI in North Hunterdon’s 8-1 victory over 
Columbia in the sectional championship game.

“Chloe brings a maturity and work ethic that coaches look for 
in every player,” says Rotondo. “It has really been an honor to 
be her coach the last few years. She’s a great player and 
tremendous young lady overall.”

Pocceschi spent her summer fine tuning her game with the Finch’s Aces 18U Premier squad 
under the direction of coach Jackie Tarulli, the Aces Director of Player Development.

“Chloe is a leader by example,” says Tarulli. “She is always delivering on what is asked of her 
and she does a nice job helping younger players on the team.”

Pocceschi is enjoying her fall 
practices and tournaments with 
the Aces now with the summer 
and her college selection behind 
her.

“The summer went well,” she said. 
“We went pretty far and won some 
tough games and, as a team, grew 
together. Everything now is about 
getting better. There’s no 
pressure. I just want to focus on 
the little things and improve.”

Tarulli believes Caldwell has 
landed a gem in Pocceschi.

“Her clutch and very timely hitting, as well as her strong defense, will be invaluable to 
Caldwell’s program,” says Tarulli.

By Bob Behre

Connor Dreyer was excellent in relief then capped his fall season with a home run as the 
Diamond Jacks Super 16U defeated Wladyka Baseball, 14-4, in the 16U Fall Harvest Gold 
Bracket championship game on Sunday.

Dreyer’s winning effort in relief finished off an outstanding tournament for the Diamond Jacks 
pitchers, who were named the 16U Gold Bracket’s Most Valuable Player as a unit. The Super 
16U’s arms limited the team’s four opponents to a total of six runs in the tournament.

Sunday night’s conditions were not ideal for pitchers as a steady misty rain fell on the 
Diamond Nation facility in Flemington and the two finalist combined for an ugly 17 walks, 
nine by Wladyka Baseball.

It was Dreyer, who brought some order to the game despite a little bit of a struggle of his own 
directly out of the bullpen in the first inning. He pitched three scoreless innings on one hit 
while striking out six and walking five.

Dreyer entered after the Diamond Jacks starter walked the first four batters in the top of the 
first inning, forcing home the game’s first run on a free pass to Greg Shaw. Then with, Dreyer 
on the mound, Adam Juchnik drew a bases-loaded walk, Walter Schwartz singled in a run 
with one out and Dan Espinal drew a walk to give Wladyka a quick 4-0 lead.

Center fielder Jayden Hylton, however, stopped the bleeding from there when he hauled in 
Brian Lovaglio’s fly ball for the second out and fired home to catcher Michael Boyer, who 
tagged out Juchnik for the third out. The Diamond Jacks would then wrest momentum right 
back with four runs of their own in the bottom of the first.

Hylton started the rally with a one-out single through the left side and quickly stole second. 
Chris Maldonado walked before he and Hylton pulled off a double steal to get both into 
scoring position. The Diamond Jacks would steal five bases in the inning. Nick Bergamotto 
then singled to left field to score Hylton. Nick Ferri’s fielder’s choice bouncer to the right side 
scored Maldonado. Lorenzo Meola beat out an infield single with two outs before Bergamot-
to scored on a passed ball. Meola eventually scored on a wild pitch to tie the game at 4-4.

It was all Diamond Jacks from there as Dreyer clamped down on the Wladyka batters and the 
Super 16U batters went to work.

Dreyer struck out the side in order in the second as two of the Wladyka batters looked at 
strike three curveballs. “I started throwing the fastball then I came in with the curveball and 
that was working well,” said Dreyer. “And Boyer did a nice job blocking the curveballs.”

Dreyer kicked off a four-run bottom of the second for the Diamond Jacks by drawing a walk. 
A couple of throwing errors loaded the bases for Bergamotto, who drew a walk. That gave the 
Diamond Jacks their first lead at 5-4. Ferri followed with another walk and Meola’s sac fly lifted 
the lead to 7-4. Boyer produced the final run of the inning on a pop fly single into shallow 
center field.

Dreyer picked up two more strikeouts in the third but loaded the bases with walks to Joe 
Agar, Shaw and Chris Lamond. But the Diamond Jacks got out of it when Maldonado snared 
a bouncer in the middle of the Diamond and just beat Lamond to the second base bag for 
the force-out.

“Connor is a tough player,” said Diamond Jacks Super 16U coach Travis Anderson. “He comes 
in with a little bit of a chip on his shoulder. He controls the whole game. He threw a good 
curveball tonight. He eats, sleeps and breathes baseball.”

The Super 16U then put the game away with a six-run bottom of the third as Dreyer started the 
rally in dramatic fashion. The leadoff man hit a high and deep shot down the left field line into 
the dark sky and mist. The ball seemed to somehow curve back inside the foul pole for a solo 
home run. It was the first home run of the fall for Dreyer who hit five home runs during the 
summer season.

“The ball just seemed to come back fair,” said Dreyer. “I was like, wow.”

Maldonado and Ferri would single home a run apiece, Bergamotto scored on a misplayed 
ball in the outfield and Meola scored when Wladyka turned a double play.

The Diamond Jacks (4-0) outscored their tournament opponents 43-6. Wladyka Baseball (4-1) 
held a 42-23 rund advantage on its opponents.

16U Silver Bracket
Sportika Gallagher 16U Elite 11, Stars Baseball 16U Red 5
Sportika Gallagher 16U Elite defeated Stars Baseball 16U Red, 11-5, in the 16U Silver Bracket 
Fall Harvest championship game. Sportika Gallagher (4-0-1) outscored its opponents 30-17. 
Stars Baseball 16U Red (3-1-1) held a 30-24 runs advantage on its opponents.

FALL HARVEST RECAPS

12U
NJ Renegades 0, Mid Atlantic Show 0
The NJ Renegades and Mid Atlantic Show played to a 0-0 tie to share the 12U Fall Harvest 
championship. The Renegades (4-0-1) outscored their tournament opponents 80-14. Mid 
Atlantic Show (4-0-1) held a 46-16 runs advantage on its opponents. 

14U
Stars Baseball 22, Locked In Expos 1
Stars Baseball defeated the Locked In Expos, 22-1, in the 14U Fall Harvest championship game. 
Jackson Sirois of Stars Baseball was named the 14U tournament's Most Valuable Player. Stars 
Baseball (4-0) outscored its opponents 46-4. The Expos (4-1) held a 42-26 runs advantage on 
its opponents.


